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MAIN POINT

If we hope to stop letting our money control us and use it to glorify God, we must learn to be
generous with it.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Do you collect anything? If so, what?

What is the most extreme length to which you have gone to get one of your collectibles? What does your
collection say about your interests and passions?

In what area of your life is materialism most likely to surface?

As we look at some of the Bible’s teaching on wealth, we will see how our financial decisions reveal the condition of our
hearts. Sometimes our attention shifts and our energy is focused on things that distract us from what truly matters. The
Bible shows us that seeking wealth for personal gain demonstrates we are failing at being rich. The way to be rich is to
be generous.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 TIMOTHY 6:17-19.

How might how the way we use our money have eternal implications?

How should we use our money if we hope to “lay up treasure . . . for the coming age” (vv. 18-19)?

The way we use our money does not earn us salvation—we are saved by grace through faith and not by works (Eph.
2:8-10). There are, however, ways we can use the money God gives us to make an eternal impact on the world around
us. By helping His disciples see the immeasurable worth of His kingdom, Jesus taught a radical new paradigm for rich
people like us to use our money to the glory of God.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 12:13-21.
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What similarities do you see between this man and the consumer culture we live in?

Why do you think Jesus said that we must be on guard against greed?

How was this man failing at being rich?

It’s not wrong to accumulate wealth or have a desire to make more money. What is wrong, though, is wanting more
money only for our own comfort, security, and happiness. The man in Jesus’ story wanted a comfortable and easy life full
of luxury. He was failing at being rich! This runs contrary to Jesus’ teaching on self sacrificial service (see Mark 10:45)
and care for the poor (see Matt. 5:3; 25:37-40).

Has greed ever snuck up on you? If so, how? Why is that an easy thing to have happen?

Why were the rich man’s actions in the story so foolish? Does that mean we should never save for the future?
Why or why not?

The rich man’s actions were foolish because he was only thinking of himself and wasn’t considering how to use his
wealth for kingdom purposes. The Bible commends saving for the future as long as we do so with a desire to honor the
Lord.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 12:31-34.

How might examining how we spend our money help us gauge our spiritual health?

What would it take for you to feel rich? How might realizing you are rich change your personal definition of
generosity?

Why is considering the percentage we give a better measure of our spiritual health than considering the
amount?

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How can you refocus your money and resources toward storing up heavenly treasure?

How might the regular practice of tithing help us grow in our relationship with God?

Who do you know at our church who models a focus on lasting treasures? What about that person stands out?
What trait would you most like to imitate?

What are some practical ways you might begin making your money a tool for God to use?
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PRAY

Thank God for the generosity He has shown us by giving up Jesus on the cross for our sins. Pray that
God would help us learn how to be rich. Ask His forgiveness for the many ways we have fallen prey
to being selfish with our wealth. Ask God to help you focus your wealth on His kingdom and glory.

 

 

COMMENTARY

LUKE 12:13-21

12:13-14. An anonymous member of the crowd interrupted Jesus. He set Jesus up as a human judge deciding inheritance
rights. Jesus denied that He had any right to act in such a position. That belongs to the nation’s court system.

12:15. Not making a legal judgment, Jesus did make a moral one. Your request shows how greedy you are, He told the
man. Lay aside your greed. Think about life. What is most important to you? Money or relationship with God? Surely,
your life is more important than what you own.

12:16-19. Jesus illustrated His teaching with a parable. A farmer overcame all agricultural odds and achieved great
success. But this brought a new problem. What do you do with your riches? How do you store it until you can sell it or
use it? How can you keep it from rotting and ruining? The answer is obvious. Build bigger barns. This is a great
short-term solution, but can you afford the capital investment in relationship to what you normally expect? Sure I can,
the farmer declared, for this crop is so good it will support me for years to come. I don’t have to worry about money and
work any more.

12:20-21. God has another perspective: you must die tonight. Then what happens to all your wealth? This is not an
exceptional case. It applies to anyone who trusts in riches. Riches have one major weakness. They have no purchasing
power after death. They cannot buy the currency needed to get to heaven. Do not try to be rich in regard to the bank or
barn. Be rich in relationship to God. Through prayer, study, obedience, and practice of the Word, be sure you are part of
the kingdom of God.

LUKE 12:31-34

12:31-32. Freed from worry and stewing over material things, what are you to do? Set up one goal and accomplish it. Be
part of God’s kingdom. Do the work He gives you to do. Concentrate on being God’s instruments to establish His
kingdom here on earth. As He provided for the mission of the Twelve and of the seventy-two, so He will provide for you.
Surrender your fear. Do not let anxiety rule your life. Trust the Father. The delight of His life is to find ways to give not
just daily needs but His whole kingdom to you. Kingdom heirs don’t have to worry about the small stuff.

12:33. We must go one step further. Dedication to Jesus is more than becoming worry-free. It is loving and living like
Him. So do not depend on your money. Give what you own to the poor. Do not even be tempted by your moneybags or
purses. These will just grow old, rot, and be ruined. You need purses that can never be ruined. Such are not earthly, but
heavenly. Obey God, practice His Word, follow with Him to the cross. Trust Him. You will store up your heavenly
treasures. Treasures here bring fears of thieves and robbers. Such people do not exist in heaven. Nothing can destroy or
rob you of your treasure there. Earthly treasures you will constantly worry about. Heavenly treasures give no cause for
worry.

12:34. To summarize the matter: Choose where you want to store up treasure. Your heart, the center of emotions and
mental activities, will concentrate on where you have your treasures. Your identity is determined by where your heart is.
Ignore God, and spend all your physical, emotional, and psychic energy on the world’s goods and earthly success. Or
trust God, and spend all your efforts on kingdom matters.
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